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APPENDIX 5a : CONCEPT MAP RUBRIC 

 
Criteria Excellent (3) Good (2) Satisfactory (1) Unsatisfactory (0) 

Content Coverage 
(20%) 

All primary concepts are included on 
the map and depict accurate 
associations 

Most primary concepts are included 
on the map and depicted most 
accurate associations 

Several primary concepts are 
included on the map, but mostly are 
depicted by inaccurate associations 

Most primary concepts are missing 
and many of those included are 
depicted by inaccurate association 

Organisation  
(20%) 

Well organised,  
provide a very clear picture of the 
ideas, contain main concepts and 
contain an appropriate number of 
concepts. All concepts are clearly 
related to the topic. 
 

Thoughtfully organized, 
Easy to follow most of the time 
Contains most of the main concepts. 
Most key words and concepts from 
the units are covered in a 
meaningful way and are thoughtfully 
organized 

Somewhat organized 
Somewhat incoherent 
Contains only a few of the main 
concepts 
Many key words and concepts 
from the unit are covered and are 
somewhat organized 

Confusing 
Contains limited/no number of 
concepts 
Most key words and concepts from 
the unit are missing 

Linkages 
(20%) 
 

All relationships are indicated by 
connecting lines. All lines are 
labeled with linking words. Linking 
words are expressive and 
purposeful;  enhance the 
communication of the concept to 
concept relationship 

Most relationships are indicated by 
connecting lines 
Most lines are labeled with linking 
words.  Linking words are 
expressive and varied 

Some relationships are indicated by 
connecting lines 
Some lines are labeled with linking 
words. Linking words show variety 

Most relationships are indicated by 
connecting lines but wrongly done. 
Most lines are labelled with linking 
words but wrongly done 
Linking words are simple and 
repetitive 

 

Hierarchical Structure  
(10%) 

All concepts are connected in a 
hierarchical structure leading from 
more complex to less complex, and 
on to specific. 

Most concepts are connected in 
hierarchical structure moving from 
major ideas to minor ideas 

Some sense of hierarchical structure 
is used, but still some inconsistency 

No sense of  hierarchical structure 

Graphic 
(10%) 

Graphics used are appropriately 
Greatly enhanced the topic and aid 
in comprehension 
Clear and well situated on the page 
 
 

Graphics used are appropriately 
most of the time 
Most graphics selected enhanced 
the topic  
Well situated on the page 

 

Graphics used are inappropriate 
Few graphics selected enhanced the 
topic  
Some graphics situated in logical 
places on the page 
 

Graphics used inappropriately and 
excessively 
Graphics poorly selected and do not 
enhance the topic  
Most graphics are blurry and ill-
placed. 

Text 
(10%) 

Easy to read with appropriately 
sized. No more than three different 
fonts. Amount of text is appropriate 
for intended audience 
Boldface is used for emphasis 

Most text easy to read with 
appropriately sized 
Use more than three different fonts 
Amount of text is appropriate for 
intended audience 
 Boldface is used for emphasis 

Most text is easy to read 
Uses more than three different fonts 
 Amount of text generally fits 
intended audience 
No boldface is used for emphasis 

Font too small for easy reading 
More than four different fonts used 
Text amount is excessive for 
audience 

Design 
(10%) 

Clean and clear design 
Color is consistently used to 
differentiate levels or topics 
Consistent use of geometric shapes 

Clean and clear design 
Color is consistently used to 
differentiate levels or topics 
 

Color is consistently used to 
differentiate levels or topics 
 

Use minimal color or inconsistent 
used of colour.  


